Abstract

The current study is a critical discourse analysis of the portrayal of Islamists in Orhan
Pamuk's Noble Prize winning novel, Snow. The novel brilliantly documents the religio-
political conflict between the secularists and the Islamists during the last decade of the
20" century in Turkey. Through a descriptive analytical approach, the study aims to
examine the representation of Islamists in the novel in an attempt to explore how literary
language can be manipulated to serve certain ideological perspectives. Critical Discourse
Analysis, particularly the theoretical frameworks of Fairclough (1995a) and Van Dijk
(2006), are adopted to provide a lucid explanation of how language is employed to project
certain ideological themes about the Islamists in the novel. The discursive strategies that
aid consolidating these ideological themes are also examined in order to highlight the
ideological underpinnings hidden behind them. The analysis of the data shows that the
Islamists are misrepresented as fundamentalist terrorists who are prone to violence, and
brainwashed teenagers with fanatical and thus irrational nature. They are also presented as
politically inefficient enterprisers whose anti-western attitudes make them incompatible
with modern values of democracy and human rights. As politicians, they are, therefore,
bound to fail in their political projects. It follows that if Islamists are to succeed
politically, then it is by adopting western models. This assumption prepares the ground
for a desirable moderate version of Islamism, with a pro-western stand. These themes
serve the secularist view, which promotes the westernization project in contemporary
Turkey as the only possible way to run a state successfully. Besides, the discourse of the
novel clearly tends to replicate the segregation of religion into a private domain

encouraging the secularist view of creating a cleavage between the private and the public.
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