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Abstract

The Effectiveness of the Task-Based Teaching Approach on
Developing EFL Learners' Reading Comprehension at Sana‘a
Community College and Learners' Attitudes towards it

This study aimed at finding out the effect of the Task-Based Teaching approach
on developing the EFL learners' reading comprehension, the size of that effect (if
any), the most developed reading strategy. It also aimed at finding out the learners'
attitudes towards this approach. For this study, three tasks have been designed; each
one is practiced at least three classes: Jigsaw, Prediction, and Corrupted Text. A
reading comprehension test to assess participants' reading abilities before and after the
treatment, and attitudes questionnaire to explore learners' attitudes towards TBT have

been developed also.

This is a quasi-experimental study ; eighty-two students in the academic year
2021-2022 at Sana'a Community College have participated in this study. (41) students
enrolled in the '‘Biomedical Equipment Engineering' program were assigned to be the
experimental group and the (41) students enrolled in the 'Graphic Design &
Multimedia' program were considered the control group. After conducting the pre-
test, the TBT principles were implemented for 10 classes, then the attitudes
questionnaire was administered, and finally, the post test was conducted. To analyze
the results of the study, paired sample and independent sample t-tests were used to
find differences in the performance of the same group and between the groups, then
Cohen's d was used to know the size of the TBT effect. ANOVA with the follow up
Tukey tests were also used to find out the areas of development after the treatment.
Results have shown that there is no difference between the two groups in the pretest
while there were statistically significant differences in the post test for the sake of the
experimental group. It was proved that TBT has a medium positive effect on
developing learners' reading comprehension strategies, particularly, finding main
ideas. Results also showed that most of the learners have positive attitudes towards
TBT, though some still resisted it. Based on these results, some recommendations in

the field of TBT research and pedagogy have been suggested.



