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Abstract

This study is entitled A Study of Illocutionary Force and Perlocutionary Effect
in Na'ima Robert's Two Selected Novels. It is based on two novels, Boy vs. Girl (2010)
and She Wore Red Trainers (2014). The ultimate aim of this study is to identify and
analyze the types of illocutionary forces and perlocutionary effects presented by the
characters in the two chosen novels based on Austin‘s (1962) and Searle‘s (1969)
speech act classifications. The study adopted a descriptive-qualitative method to
describe and analyze the selected illocutionary and perlocutionary acts that are used in

the characters‘conversations in the two selected novels.

The study data were collected by using a documentation technique, which is
reading the two selected novels several times. In addition, the required data that
contained the types of illocutionary acts and their different forces were identified on
the basis of Austin‘s and Searle‘s theories of speech acts. After that, the required data
were reordered in relation to their importance. After analyzing the selected data, the
researcher identified the different kinds of the perlocutionary effects from listeners in
both selected novels and showed whether the purpose of speakers was completely

understood by listeners or not.

The results of this study showed that all types of illocutionary acts are found in
the two selected novels with directives as the most frequently used type in Boy vs. Girl
novel, and with representatives as the most often used type in She Wore Red Trainers
novel. Furthermore, most of the perlocutionary acts expected by the speakers in these
novels were fulfilled by the listeners, except in some cases where specific contextual
factors did not allow the listeners to do what the speakers wanted. Through the analysis
of these two selected novels, the researcher attempted to make the point that an in-
depth study of speech acts can enhance reader’s understanding of the novels. This is
likely to be fruitful to students as well as teachers of literature as it provides them with
solid grounds on which they can interpret utterances in the novels with more
confidence. Based on the study results, the researcher suggested that other studies
could be conducted using the theories of pragmatics and speech act in analyzing other

novels.
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