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Abstract

This study aimed at investigating and categorizing morphological and syntactic errors that
were committed by 4th level students at the English Department, Faculty of Education-
Sana’a, Sana’a University, in their writing. It also aimed at determining the causes of those
errors and preparing solutions. So, for achieving these objectives, a descriptive qualitative
and quantitative study was done. A test and a close-ended questionnaire for determining the
causes of such errors were used to answer the questions of the study. A systematic random
sample of 101 students, representing 80% of the whole population was chosen. The study
findings revealed that: The investigated morphological and syntactic errors were commonly
faced by students. Regarding morphology, the highest frequent morphological errors were in
the inappropriate use of both -y (adjectival suffix) and -ly (adverbial suffix) equally, followed
by -er (nominal suffix), -wards (adverbial suffix), both -al (adjectival suffix) and -wise
(adverbial suffix), -ize (verbal suffix), -en (verbal suffix), -fy (verbal suffix), -ate (adjectival
suffix), -ant (nominal suffix), -ate (verbal suffix), -en (adjectival suffix), -y (nominal suffix),
-al (nominal suffix) category respectively. Concerning syntax, the highest frequent syntactic
errors were found out in the inappropriate use of adverbial category, followed by adjectival
category, verbal category and nominal category, respectively. The most recognized type of
errors was inserted under the category of “others”, followed by misselection of a morpheme,
and omission of a morpheme, respectively. Finally, it was concluded that the most faced
causes of errors were those of the syntactic errors related to students, followed by other causes
of morphological and syntactic errors. The most morphological errors were related to
students, followed by other causes of morphological errors, other causes of syntactic errors,
teachers, teaching material of morphology, teachers of syntax, and teaching material of syntax

respectively.
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