Discourse and Counter-Discourse of Women Empowerment:A
Critical Discourse Analysis of the Feminist Language in Levy's
Small Island
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Abstract

This study was an attempt to explore the feminist ideology behind the discourse of Andrea
Levy's novel Small Island. The purpose of the study was to examine the discourse and
counter-discourse of women empowerment in the novel. Within the paradigm of Critical
Discourse Analysis (CDA), the study focused on providing empirical evidences to
substantiate the two ideological themes of Criticizing Radical Feminism and Women
Empowerment. To achieve this, a corpus of 190 extracts relating to the two ideological
themes was collected from the novel and represented the population of the study. The study
data was categorized into topics and sub-topics under the main ideological theme, then, a
representative sample of 25 extracts was selected randomly from it. To address the study
objectives, a mixed qualitative and quantitative method of analysis was adopted. This was
done by applying a statistical analysis of the categorized data to indicate its analytical
significance by describing and comparing between the two ideological themes and their
categories. After that, the representative sample was analyzed qualitatively to investigate
the related ideologies of Women Empowerment. Drawing on Van Dijk's (1993; 1998)
Socio-Cognitive Approach (SCA) and ldeological Square Model, the discourse of the
sample extracts was analyzed adopting Fowler's (1991) Linguistic Tools and Van Dijk's
(2000) Ideological Discursive Strategies. To ensure objectivity of CDA, the inferred results
related to the utilized linguistic tools and ideological discursive strategies were statistically
analyzed. The findings of the study reveal that the novel criticizes the fallacious
conceptions, conducts and ultimate freedom of radical feminists; at the same time, it
promotes the conceptions and conducts that aim at empowering woman by maintaining her

special nature that complies with social norms.
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