The Representation of Islam and Muslims in the Western Media
Coverage in the Wake of Christchurch Mosque Shootings:
A Critical Discourse Analysis of New Zealand Herald

i e ) ) Ailad gt O b Cppalenall g aSlasdll g il S Y) ibaay e
" al) A3 i Al g8 Ul Jalad 115 i) S

/ d&ald) sas )

M\mida\&g&



Abstract

Media representations, through linguistic manipulation, can be an influential instrument of
political rhetoric that reproduces various ideologies consistent with the dominant power. This
study attempted to elucidate the image of Islam and Muslims in the Western media through the
application of Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA). It specifically aimed at exploring the ideological
representations of Islam and Muslims as presented in New Zealand Herald (NZH) media coverage
in the wake of Christchurch Mosque shootings in 2019. It also intended to critically assess such
representations by investigating a sample media coverage of Islam and Muslims portrayal in the
same newspaper before the attack. For this purpose, a corpus of 705 news articles and reports
relating to Islam and Muslims in the aftermath and before this shooting attack was collected from
NZH as the main population of the study from which 65 news articles and reports were randomly
selected as the representative sample for analysis. To address these objectives, the study followed
a mixed qualitative and quantitative method of analysis. It was grounded on the theoretical
framework of CDA with a combination of interrelated approaches and models within this
framework including Van Dijk’s Sociocognitive Approach (SCA) (1993b, 1998a, 2009), his
Ideological Square Model (1998a) and list of ideological discursive strategies (2000a), as well as
Fowler's Critical Linguistics (CL) (1991). To further enhance the objectivity of CDA findings, a
statistical analysis was conducted on the whole categorized corpus and the inferred results
regarding the employed linguistic tools and discursive strategies. The findings of the study
revealed that Islam and Muslims were represented positively in NZH media coverage in the wake
of the attack showing at the same time NZH objectivity in the representation of New Zealand racist
attitudes. However, such positive representations were contradicted by the negative

representations of Islam and Muslims in the same newspaper before the attack. The study



recommended conducting CDA-based studies supported by objective methods of analysis in the
assessment of the Islam and Muslims representation in the Western media in order to achieve
rational results and avoid any subjective preconceptions that may widen the gap between different

cultures, particularly the East and the West.
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