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ABSTRACT

Background:
The Pap smear is an effective, and non-invasive screening test that reduced

morbidity and mortality resulting from cervix cancer. However, its utilization remains
uncommon in Yemen. Therefore, the objective of this study is to determine knowledge,

attitudes, and practices (KAP) of Yemeni women concerning the Pap smear test.

Methodology:
It was a cross-sectional descriptive study, used a questionnaire to collect data from

women attended outpatient gynecology and obstetrics clinics in teaching hospitals in
Sana’a city. The questionnaire included the demographic data, data of knowledge,

attitude, and practice on Pap smear. SPSS software was used for data analysis.

Results:
This study included 1000 women with a mean age of 30.8+8.3 years. Most of them

were either illiterate (34.5%) or had low education (29.5%), lived in urban areas (80%),
and were housewives (85.5%). Overall knowledge about Pap smear was poor as only
about one third (33.4%) of women have heard about it, and overall knowledge was low
as only 13.6% of women had a good knowledge score. Regarding attitude, only 26%
had an overall positive attitude. Practice was also poor as only 9.6% reported ever
having a Pap smear. The reasons cited by participants for not doing Pap smear include
none requesting by doctor (45.2%), lack of money (11.3%), and negligence (20.0%).

Conclusions:
The low awareness, poor attitudes, and inadequate practices on Pap smear in this

study highlight the need for improved health education and access to Pap smear testing
among Yemeni women. Further studies on this subject are recommended especially

among women in rural areas.
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