The Image of Women in Laura Lippman's Fiction: A Feminist Study
of the Novels And When She Was Good, After I'm Gone and Lady in
the Lake

The main focus of this dissertation is to present a full image of women's journey to
emancipation through delving into the different forms of women's oppression and
their relentless pursuit of autonomy as depicted in Laura Lippman's fiction. The major
idea of Lippman as represented in the selected novels is that each woman has to focus
on herself and choose her own intention regardless of any external forces such as the
patriarchal society and its culture that try to assign women within an already
stereotypical gender role including the roles of motherhood, and wifehood.
Accordingly, women have to follow their inner personal desire to achieve these goals
and make their own decisions which cannot be achieved unless they neglect the
external forces that limit their choices. This dissertation ends up proving that Laura
Lippman is one of those female writers who have embraced feminist ideals in their
literary works through using their writing as a platform to challenge traditional gender
roles and highlight women's experiences. Lippman highlights that while oppressive
norms and legal restrictions have hindered women's progress throughout time, their
determination for autonomy has led to remarkable achievements in various spheres of
life emphasizing that true liberation can only be achieved through the recognition and

assertion of women's autonomy.
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