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Abstract

"Memoir, Identity and Home in Hisham Matar's The Return: Fathers, Sons and the
Land in Between: A Deconstructive Analysis" attempts to study The Return as a self-
representation, as a way to understand identity and finally as a means to reach home.
This research attempts to shed light on the nature of memoir and its transparent
dedication to the self and its presence through retaining past memories. This calling
manifests a kind of recognition and identity which subsequently leads to a meaning to
understand home. However, this self-presence, its identity and home fall a prey to a
deconstructive analysis. Through applying the deconstructive terms of différance,
signification, and binary opposition, this thesis attempts to do a deconstructive
reading in order to come up with a new reading.

The thesis is divided into five chapters. Chapter one introduces the following
points: an overview of the research, the objectives of the study, review of published
literature, rationale, scope of the study, and research methodology. Chapter two
studies the nature of memoir from four points of view: its self-dedication, its
autobiographical memory, its historical elucidations, and its creative delivery. It
investigates the role of memoir in elucidating the personal and the social historical
fact with complete sincerity and transparency. When memoir turns into a personal
account memoir, it is bound to be entitled with autobiography, and when it shares a
social account, it falls in the category of being classified as a biography. Although The
Return strives to prove the self-presence, deconstruction works in the opposite side of
the argument. In a world full of contradictions and conflicts, this self-notion is derived
to be both present and absent. Chapter three explores the concept of identity and its
relation to self and how these concepts relate to each other. It studies in detail the

social, cultural, and political identity in a general scope in order to apply these three



realms on The Return. Within this application, deconstruction takes its role in
interrogating the concept of identity as the reflection of the one and the singular
entity. Chapter four deals with the concept of home and its contradictory meanings.
With a careful analysis of home as a complex concept, this thesis studies home from a
deconstructive perception. This chapter discusses two experiential meanings: the
spatial and the social dialectics and in each experience the research investigates the
mutual role in these two meanings. Finally, chapter five concludes the research
content. It connects the three aspects of the research under the light of the
deconstruction through summarizing and highlighting the significant observations in

the preceding chapters and exhibits the findings of the study.
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