ABSTRACT
The current study aimed at examining the effectiveness of using a program based on
debate strategy on developing Yemeni EFL learners' speaking proficiency and critical
thinking skills and their attitudes towards it. The study adopted the quasi-experimental
approach, because it used convenience sampling to select 48 participants from level
one at the English Department, Faculty of Arts, Ibb University. The participants were
equally divided into two groups, an experimental and control group. Through a
mixture of descriptive and inferential analysis, an oral speaking pre/posttest and a
close-ended questionnaire were used to collect the data. A program based on debate
strategy was carried out on the experimental group through ten sessions of debate
lasted for three months including the oral pre/posttest, whereas the control group was
exposed to the traditional way of teaching. After recording their performance using
video, the participants' speaking proficiency and critical thinking skills of both groups
were assessed by the use of criteria which included five components for assessing the
participants' speaking proficiency and five criteria for assessing the participants'
critical thinking skills. The closed-ended questionnaire of 26 items was distributed to
the participants of the experimental group after the program to elicit their attitudes
towards using the program based on debate strategy in developing their speaking
proficiency and critical thinking skills. Inferential nonparametric statistical tests such
as Wilcoxon signed-ranks test, Mann-Whitney U test, and analysis of variance
(ANOVA) test, and descriptive statistics of means and standard deviations were used
to analyze the collected data. The findings revealed that there was no significant
difference between the control and experimental group regarding their speaking
proficiency in the pretest, however, there was a significant difference between the two

groups regarding their critical thinking skill in the pretest, favoring the experimental



group. On the other hand, there was a significant difference between the posttest
performance of the participants of the control and experimental groups regarding their
speaking proficiency and critical thinking skills, favoring the experimental group,
which affirmed the positive effect of the program on the participants' performance.
The findings also explored that the performance of the experimental group
participants in speaking proficiency and critical thinking skills was greatly developed
as there was a statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the
pretest and posttest, favoring the posttest scores, which proved the effectiveness of the
program on the participants' performance. In addition, The findings proved that there
was no statistically significant difference between the mean scores of the control
group in the pretest and posttest. Further, the results disclosed that there were no
significant differences between male and female participants of the experimental
group regarding their performance in the posttest. Furthermore, the effect size of the
program on the participants of the experimental group was (0.68). Eventually, the
results revealed the experimental group participants' high positive attitudes towards
the program based on debate strategy, which proved the successfulness of the
program based on debate strategy. That is why the study recommended teaching

English skills, particularly speaking through debate strategy.
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