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Double Prejudices in Alice Walker's The Color Purple

By:
Samara Nofal Omar
Abstract

Alice Walker is one of the most inspiring Afro-American writers. She coined the
term womanism to defend the black rights. She shows interest in the whole people
around the world. The Color Purple (1982) is a novel where Walker discusses many
important themes that she stresses in her writings. Racism, sexism, intra- racial
racism, traditional gender role, patriarchy, poverty, family centeredness,
discrimination, gender conflict, domestic violence, and the problem of identity are
some of the topics the novel tackles.

The thesis highlights the difficulties that black women face especially black
women in America. Women face two burdens; the first one for being a woman and
the other for being black. Alice Walker gives a glimmer of hope at the end of the story
showing how black female characters free themselves and establish their own
identities as independent individuals. Self-determination is laid down as the only path
black women can do to empower themselves and achieve freedom. Thus, self-
determination can also be a method woman in general can adopt in order to bring

peace to themselves, to their society and the world at large.
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