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Abstract

The study addressed the Great University Mosque in Dhayban, located
north of Sana'a at a distance of approximately 94 km. It belongs to the
Imran Governorate. The Dhayban Mosque is considered one of the
important Zaidi religious buildings, with a dome shrine attached to it and
a mausoleum of Imam Mahdi, Ahmad bin Al-Hussein, who is revered in
the Zaidi community. The mosque is known for its architectural and artistic
styles that date back to different periods.

The researcher chose this topic because it was a new subject that had not
been comprehensively studied by researchers and scholars. The main
research question was: What are the planning stages that the mosque's
architecture went through? The importance of the study lies in its
contribution to the field of archaeological studies related to Islamic
religious architecture in general and Zaidi architecture in particular.
Additionally, it enriches the Arabic library with an important reference on
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the architectural style of Zaidi religious buildings, specifically exemplified
by the Dhayban Mosque as a model of Islamic architecture in Yemen.

The researcher adopted a descriptive and comparative analytical
methodology in the study. The study is divided into four chapters: an
introduction, a prelude, a conclusion, and appendices. The first chapter
focuses on the descriptive and comparative study of the mosque from the
exterior, the second chapter explores the study of the mosque from the
interior, the third chapter examines the descriptive and comparative study
of the mosque's annexes, and the fourth chapter investigates the study of
movable artifacts (wooden structures and tombstones, totaling thirteen
grave markers

The study also included two appendices. The first appendix was dedicated
to the will of Imam Mahdi, Ahmad bin Al-Hussein, and the second
appendix was devoted to titles.

The study reached several results and recommendations, which can be
summarized as follows:

- The construction of the Mosque of Mahdi and its shrine was limited
between the years 646-677 AH, during the time of Imam Mahdi and until
the end of the reign of Asid Sharaf al-Din Yahya bin Al-Qasim. The
construction of the shrine dates back to the years 656-659 AH.

- The expansion of Al-Mutawakkil's architecture included the northern
expansion of the structure in 1086 AH, based on the text written on the
gibla wall.

- The mosque went through three stages of construction that changed its
layout, as follows:

- The first stage: The architecture of Imam Mahdi in the religion of Allah,
Ahmad bin Al-Hussein, between the years 646-656 AH. The mosque's
layout at that time occupied a rectangular area, with the northern half of
the structure, divided into three parallel corridors intersecting with five
vertical corridors.

- After the first construction phase of Sharaf al-Din Yahya bin Al-Qasim,
the mosque's layout consisted of two sections: the northern section for
prayer, with a rectangular layout, and the southern section, the shrine, with
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a rectangular layout. Between them, there was an open central courtyard.
After the second construction phase of Sharaf al-Din Yahya bin Al-Qasim,
the mosque's layout included a square-shaped open central courtyard
surrounded by four wings, with the gibla wing being the largest.

- The architecture of Imam Mutawakkil Allah Ismail bin Al-Qasim
expanded the mosque's structure from the north and added the western
courtyard to the mosque.

- The researcher found that the highest part of the western wall in the
mosque's structure was from the architecture of Mutawakkil Allah Ismail
bin Al-Qasim and it was higher than the previous architecture.

- During the time of Imam Mahdi, the burial hall served as a study hall.

- The small dome shrine is the shrine of Nasser Muhammad bin Imam
Ahmad bin Al-Hussein, built in 955 AH by the order of the jurist Alim al-
Din Abu Al-Qasim bin Ali bin Muhammad al-Sharai, based on the
inscription on the tomb of Prince Nasser Azaddin Muhammad bin Imam
Mahdi Ahmad bin Al-Hussein, tomb number (5).

- The second small dome shrine, located east of the shrine of Nasser
Muhammad bin Imam Mahdi, is the shrine of Judge Ali bin Ibrahim, the
ruler of Dhayban during the Qasimiyya period, and its construction dates
back to the time of Imam Mutawakkil Allah Ismail bin Al-Qasim.

- The researcher was able to suggest that the construction of the minaret of
the mosque coincided with the expansion of the mosque from the southern
side during the reign of Sharaf al-Din Yahya bin Al-Qasim. Through
comparison, it was found to resemble the architectural style and decorative
motifs represented by colored ceramic disks, similar to the minaret of
Abdullah bin Hamza Mosque.

- The covered adornments are from the architecture of Mahdi.

- A study of a new wooden composition that has not been previously
studied.

- A study of thirteen previously unstudied tombstones, which were found
to date back to the following centuries: 7th century AH (13th century AD),
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10th century AH (15th century AD), 11th century AH (17th century AD),
and 12th century AH (18th century AD).



