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Abstract

This study studied the novel of alienation in Arabic literature through
a cultural semiotic study. It chose three novels: the novel (Men in the Sun) by
Ghassan Kanafani, the novel (Season of Migration to the North) by Tayeb Salih,
and the novel (They Die as Strangers) by Muhammad Abdel Wali, using a
modern critical and analytical approach, which is the semiotics of culture.

This study aimed to investigate how the productivity of cultural signs is
formed in the narrative of alienation, and from it other sub-questions were
formed that embody the chapters of the study seeking to investigate how the
productivity of cultural signs is formed in: (the center and the margin), (opposite
dualities), and (the semiotics of the universe).

In the applied chapters of the study, the productivity of the space (center and
margin) in the novel of alienation constituted a sharply divided universe. The
centrality of place took place in the gradual semiotic formation from the (natural)
place to the (artificial) place, and the transit space and its means embodied the
semiotics of hostility, and then the cultural sign descended from this cultural
semiotic formation to the duality (prominence of place) versus (lack of place) and
the synergy of these cultural signs. It reflected on the centrality of time and its

marginality.



The productivity of the cultural signs of the alienated time was characterized
by fragmentation and loss between two cultural worlds: the world of (night)
versus (day) and the world of the (tragic past) versus the (fragmented present).

Character productivity was enhanced by exploiting the factor of narrative
space and time. Which formed a cultural universe whose alienating features were
defined by the opportunism of central figures versus the alienation of marginal
tigures. Which constituted a narrative conflict between these two characters,
causing the cultural brand to hesitate between the center and the margins.

[t turned out that the opposing dualities constituted cultural productivity in
the hierarchical semiotic signs. The duality of (the ego) versus (the other) was
centered in the narrative self, and everything that was external to the ego was
considered another corresponding to the cultural characteristics of the ego,
which formed an alienated ego that carried heroism at times and defeat at other
times, corresponding to that other, the victim. One time and the other is in
control again.

This relationship between the ego and the other results in another cultural
relationship, which is the semiotic relationship (revolution) versus (escape). Its
semiotic signs are based on a cultural semiotic field, which is (resistance) versus
(surrender). This semiotic field reinforced the vision of embodied death in the
country of expatriation versus the features of life in Homeland in the binary

opposition (life) versus (death).



The narrative mechanism of the semiotics of the universe was promoted by
forming the space of the semiotics of the universe in the cognitive stock of
collective memory in cultural texts by re-encoding these cultural signs, and the
cultural sign of peaceful values was formed based on that, and the semiotics of
alienation and the confrontation between the dream of alienation and the dream
of return remain an embodiment of the semiotics of the alienated universe that
has always been. It hesitates between the dream of expatriation and the dream of

return.



