Abstract

Orientalism has not been the first Western agenda mainly invented to attack the
Islamic East, nor has it been the last. It is the accumulating discourse of countless
Western attempts and orientalist means to destroy the Islamic East as a religion, a nation
and a culture. After the appearance of Neo-Orientalism, which has failed in achieving
most of the devastating Western ideologies and agendas, the West has invented the
discourse of Self-Orientalism. Through it, the West guarantees ultimate success and
accomplishment of its imperialist policies and aims over the Muslim Orient. No longer
does it need to eliminate its enemy, the Islamic East, using either the rifles of its soldiers
in the battlefield, nor the hands and minds of its Orientalists in the literary canon.
Instead, it has been recruiting numerous self-oriental pens to accomplish what its
soldiers, politicians and Orientalists could not for centuries. Through these self-oriental
writers, the West secures its bright future of having total authority and hegemony over
the Islamic East in all aspects of life. This research, therefore, aims at disclosing the
severe effects these self-oriental writers have on their Muslim and non-Muslim
audiences regarding the multiple issues of the Islamic East. It scrutinizes some well-
known works of some self-oriental writers including Khaled Hosseini, Salman Rushdie,
Nawal Al-Saadawi and Al-Tahar Ben Jelloun, who are popular in both the East and the
West. It concludes that these self-oriental writers and works are as dangerous and
parlous as other previous and current Orientalists’ works, if not, worse. They work hard
to serve the West, the master they have once pledged to support and pertain, even with

their own life. So, they never consider the security or the advantage of the Islamic East.
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