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Abstract

English for Specific Purposes (ESP) becomes an important part of university
study in any major. This study aims to find the main components of the ESP course
for undergraduate engineering students in the Faculty of Engineering, Sanda
University. Eighty-seven students participated in answering the questionnaire about
their needs in the ESP course, four professors of the course and three civil engineers
who are teaching and working in the marketplace; in addition, they participated in
answering the questions of the interviews about the difficulties and the needs of those
students for the English language, in general, and the ESP in particular.

Through the analysis of the data collected from the questionnaire, the study
reveals that the most important skill is reading and comprehension which students
need to understand the instructions given in their engineering programs. In addition,
the most important strategy is asking and answering questions with the teacher and
then following it with a group or pair work. Teachers are also very important in the
course: They have to have ataste of fun and must be willing to help al the time.

Moreover, the results obtained from the interviews support the results of the
guestionnaire; that is to say, the students of ESP have difficulty in finding the exact
meaning of their specialized terms as well as trandating them correctly. Furthermore,
in the marketplace, it has been found that engineers need writing in English more than
reading. In addition, the students work life is different from their academic life in
many aspects. The last question in all the tools asks to get some of the most
commonly used terms in civil engineering. This question got some common answers
in which the participants mentioned terms (related to their field of specialization) like,

cement, concrete, force, clay, and so on.



The findings of this study shed light on the importance of paying more
attention to the reading part in an ESP course and letting students work together
during classes. Also, to teach students how to use specialized dictionariesto be able to
find and trand ate their professional terms correctly. By focusing more on the students'
needs in the course and using a helpful guide during the course, the students level in
the ESP course and also other courses in their mgor will be enhanced and will

certainly be improved.
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