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Abstract

This study aimed to explore whether there is any effect of gender and social factors
(social distance and social power) in the choice of English expressions of gratitude that are used
by male and female EFL learners. The data of this study were collected through two instruments;
Discourse Completion Test (DCT) questionnaire, and role-play and both consisted of twelve
situations. The participants of the study consisted of 230 university students (115 males and 115
females) for the DCT and 32 students (16 males and 16 females) for the role-play. The
participants of the study are fourth level undergraduate students who were randomlychosen from
English Departments, Faculty of Arts and Humanities, Faculty of Education and Faculty of
Languages and also Translation Department, Faculty of Languages, Sana'a University. The data
were analyzed descriptively by using SPSS statistical program. The participants' responses were
coded and analyzed based on Cheng's (2005) taxonomy of gratitude expressions, which includes
eight main strategies. The results showed that the participants employed the same types of
English expressions of gratitudein the twelve gratitude situations with differences in their
frequencies and percentages. It is noticed that"bald thanking or using the word "thanks"is the
most frequently used strategy by male and female Yemeni EFL learners. "positive feelings™ is the
second most frequently employed strategy and "repayment” is the third most frequently used
strategy that are preferred by the male participants in M-M and M-F interactions and the female
participants in F-F, except in F-M interactions, the third most frequently used strategy is
"recognition of imposition”. The results also indicated that there are similarities and few
differences in terms of the frequencies, percentages and the type of strategies used by the
participants in all situations. In addition, this study revealed that there are no statistical

significant differences between male and female Yemeni EFL learners in the use of English



expressions of gratitude. On the other hand, there are partial statistical significant differences
between the male participants in M-M and M-F interactions in situations two, five, six and
eleven and between the female participants in F-F and F-M interactions in situations two, six,
seven and twelve. This means that gender influences partially on the use of English expressions
of gratitude. Moreover, the results of this study confirmed that the social factors (social distance
and social power) play an important role in the choice of English expression of gratitude.
Additionally, the results indicated that the participants produced new other strategies of English
gratitude that are not exist in Cheng's (2005) taxonomy. Finally, based on these results, the
current study concluded with some of pedagogical implications, recommendations and

suggestions for further studies.
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