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Abstract

This Ph.D. dissertation is an analytical study of challenging entrenched binaries and boundaries

that permeate the Indian culture, the host culture and the postcolonial discourse that shape the

identity of the individual and the society. It scrutinizes constructing identity in the selected novels of

Hari Kunzru. Kunzru's preoccupation with borders and boundaries emanates from the fact that he

himself crossed borders and boundaries. An attempt is made to scrutinize and analyze the quest for

identity and the challenges that hamper constructing identity. The selected novels, The Impressionist

(2002), Transmission (2004) and My Revolutions (2007) are critically analyzed in light of the

postcolonial theory. Moreover, the current study aims to explore the impact of globalization on

constructing the identity Kunzru aspires to build. It also scrutinizes how diaspora, cosmopolitanism,

hybridity, capitalism, multiculturalism, trans culturalism, and globalization affect the identity of

Kunzru's fictional figures. It examines Hari Kunzru's revolutionary discourse that aims to deconstruct

the established oppressive systems, the capitalist policies and the established binaries and

boundaries and shows how his rebellious spirit helps him create fictional characters whose identity is

in flux. The study raises questions on the issues of race, black or white, Indian or English. It

investigates how the colonial forces and legacies are significant throughout some of his selected

novels with the themes of mixed identities and racial clashes. Hari Kunzru tries to debunk class

ranking based on rich- poor, black- white, superior- inferior, and Western- Eastern. He strives to

expunge racism and casteism.

The present dissertation is divided into six chapters. The first chapter introduces the

significance of the study, research objectives, research questions, scope of the study, research

methodology, review of the related literature, Hari Kunzru's life and his literary works, and research

chapterization. The second chapter presents a brief account of the Anglo-Indian novels and highlights

Hari Kunzru as a novelist. The third chapter deals with interrogating the cultural clash and the quest

for identity in The Impressionist. It scrutinizes race, identity and hybridity in a postcolonial setup and

show how Kunzru challenges the boundaries that include or exclude or stake out these areas.



II
. The fourth chapter investigates how the major characters challenge the entrenched binaries and

the definite borders and boundaries, construct their identities and focuses on Kunzru's attempt to

deconstruct the American dream in Transmission. It highlights Kunzru's ironic look at globalization

and unearths its pitfalls and dangers. The fifth chapter examines revolutions against the established

oppressive systems and the capitalist policies in My Revolutions. It shows how the common people

suffer due to the established boundaries between the rich and the poor, the elite and the

underprivileged, the powerful and the powerless, and the ruler and the ruled. It argues that Kunzru

wants to strike at these boundaries through the idea of revolution as a potent means to collapse and

dissolve all these boundaries. It ends with asserting pointlessness of the revolutionary violent

activities. It avers that Kunzru wants to refute and negate the violent revolution through intertwining

the filament of protagonist's life and juxtaposing his tragic violent past and peaceful present. The last

chapter recapitulates the main ideas of the previous chapters and highlights how Kunzru challenges

the entrenched binaries and boundaries in order to build a globalized fluid identity. It stresses the

main findings and formulates suggestions for further research.

The study concludes that though Kunzru deals with the entrenched binaries, boundaries and

the challenges his characters face, he does not succeed to create a healthy environment where his

characters thrive and bloom. He presents the identities of his figures as conflicting, movable and

pliable because his figures were forced to change their identities during their multiple journeys. His

persistent strive to construct a single world in thoughts, identities, perspectives, attitudes, dealings,

and behaviors has been represented in his literary unique works but it does not terminate in a victory.

He excels in interrogating autocracy, inequality, biasness, Orientalism and Occidentalism that still

exist in today's world and impede the characters' arduous journey towards constructing a sturdy

identity.
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III
ةص لا خلا

ىلإ ةفاض بالإ ، ةفيضملا ةفاقثلا و ةيدنهلا ةفاقثلا يف لغلغتت يتلا ةخسارلا دودحلا و تايئانثلا ةيليلحتلا ةحورط الأ هذه تشقان
يراه تاياور يف ةيوهلا ءانب ليلحت ىلع ةساردلا ت زكر . عمتجملا و درفلا ةيوه ليكشت يف مهسي يذلا رامعتس الا دعب ام باطخ
ةساردلا ت فد وه . دودحلا كلت روبع يف ةيصخشلا هتبرجت نم ةيزاجملا و ةيفارغجلا دودحلا ب همامتها عبني ثيح ، ةراتخملا ورزنوك

و" ،(2004) " لا سر و"الإ ،(2002) " ةيعابطن "الا تاياورل يدقن ليلحت خلال نم ةيوهلا ءانب قيعت يتلا تايدحتلا فاشكتسا ىلإ
. رامعتس الا دعب ام ةير ظن ءوض يف كلذو ،(2007) " يتاروث

، تاتشلا رثأ ليلحت ىلإ ةفاض بالإ ، اهقيقحت ىلإ ورزنوك حمطي يتلا ةيوهلا ءانب ىلع ةملوعلا ريثأت فاشكتسا ىلإ ةساردلا ت فده امك
. ةيئاورلا هتايصخش ةيوه ىلع تافاقثلا روبعو ، ةيفاقثلا ةيددعتلا و ، ةيلا مسأرلا و ، نيجهتلا و ، ةيملا علا و

تايئانثلا و ةيلا مسأرلا تاسايسلا و ةيعمقلا ةمظن الأ كيكفت ىلإ ىعس يذلا ، ورزنوك يراهل يروثلا باطخلا ةساردلا تشقان كلذك
. رمتسملا ريغتلا و ةكرحلا ب اهتيوه مستت ةيلا يخ تايصخش قلخ يف ةدرمتملا ورزنوك حور مهست فيك ت حضو و ، ةخسارلا دودحلا و

ىوقلا ةيمهأ ت ضرعتس ا امك . يزيلجن والإ يدنهلا وأ ضيب والأ دوس الأ نيب تانيابتلا لثم ، ةيوهلا و قرعلا ب قلعتت اياضق ةساردلا ريثت و
. ةيقرعلا تاعارصلا و ةطلتخملا ةيوهلا تاعوضوم جلا عت يتلا و ، ةراتخملا هتاياور ضعب يف اًيلج رهظت يتلا ةيرامعتس الا تاثوروملا و

امك ، برغلا و قرشلا و ، ةينودلا و قوفتلا و ، رقفلا و ىنغلا ىلع ةمئاقلا ةيقبطلا تافينصتلا كيكفت ىلإ هلا معأ خلال نم ورزنوك ىعس
. ةيفئاطلا و ةيرصنعلا وحم ىلإ ىعس

تايبد الأ ةعجارم عم ، اهقاطنو اهتيجهنمو اهتلئسأو اهفادهأو ةساردلا ةيمهأ لو الأ لصفلا لوانت . لوصف ةتس ىلإ ةحورط الأ ت مسق
عم ةيدنه - ولجن الأ تاياورلل اًزجوم اًضرع يناثلا لصفلا مدق و . لوصفلا ةطخو ، ةيبد الأ هلا معأو ورزنوك يراه ةريسو ، ةلصلا تاذ

ليلحت عم ،" ةيعابطن "الا ةياور يف ةيوهلا نع ثحبلا و يفاقثلا عارصلا ثلا ثلا لصفلا شقان امك . زراب يئاورك ورزنوك ىلع زيكرتلا
. رامعتس الا دعب ام قايس يف نيجهتلا و ةيوهلا و قرعلا اياضق

كيكفت ورزنوك ةلواحم لوانت و . اهتايوه ءانب و ةخسارلا دودحلا و تايئانثلل ةيسيئرلا تايصخشلا ةمواقم ةيفيك ىلع عبارلا لصفلا زكر
. اهتايدحتو اهرطاخم و ، ةملوعلا هاجت ورزنوكل ةرخاسلا ةرظنلا نع فشك و ". لا سر "الإ ةياور يف يكيرم الأ ملحلا

ةاناعملا ىلع ءوضلا اًطلسم ،" يتاروث " ةياور يف ةيلا مسأرلا تاسايسلا و ةيعمقلا ةمظن الأ دض تاروثلا سماخلا لصفلا شقا ن امك
فنعلا ىودج مدع ديكأتب لصفلا اذه ىهتنا . ءافعضلا و ءايوق والأ ، نيمورحملا و ةبخنلا و ، ءارقفلا و ءاينغ الأ نيب دودحلا نع ةجتانلا

. يملسلا هرضاح عم لطبلل فينعلا يضاملا لخادت ورزنوك رهظي ثيح ، يروثلا

لجأ نم ةخسارلا دودحلا و تايئانثلل ورزنوك ةمواقم ةيفيك ىلع زيكرتلا عم ، ةقباسلا لوصفلل ةيسيئرلا راكف الأ ريخ الأ لصفلا صخل و
. يلبقتسملا ثحبلل الات جم حرتقيو ةيسيئرلا جئاتنلا لصفلا ضرعتس ا امك . ةسلسو ةيملا ع ةيوه ءانب

، هتايصخش هجاوت يتلا تايدحتلا و دودحلا و ةخسارلا تايئانثلا ةجلا عم يف هحاجن نم مغرلا ىلع ، ورزنوك نأ ىلإ ةساردلا ت صلخ و
ثيح ، ةنرمو ةكرحتمو ةبراضتم اهنأ ىلع هتايصخش تايوه مدق ذإ . راهدز بالا هتايصخشل حمست ةيحص ةئيب قلخ نم نكمتي مل

. ةددعتملا اهت لا حر خلال اهتايوه رييغت ىلإ تايصخشلا هذه ترطضا

زيمت . رصنلا ب يهتني لا يعسلا اذه نأ إلا ، ةيبد الأ هلا معأ يف تايكولسلا و تايوهلا و راكف الأ يف دحوم ملا ع ءانبل رمتسملا هيعس سكع و
قيعت لا زت لا يتلا برغلا و قرشلا نيب ةيجاودز والا ، ةيفاقثلا تازيحتلا و ، ةاواسملا مدعو ، دادبتس الا باوجتسا ىلع هتردقب ورزنوك

. ةكسامتم ةيوه ءانب وحن اهتل حر يف تايصخشلا
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