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Abstract

The current study aimed to investigate the effectiveness of using a communicative
teaching approach to raising learners' comprehension of English medical terminology at
Medical Institutions in Sana'a. The study adopted the experimental approach on 140
participants from level one of five medical departments at two medical institutes, High
Institute for Health Sciences and Al-Qabas Medical Institute, in Sana'a, Yemen. The
participants were equally divided into two groups: 70 students for the experimental and 70
students for the control group. Through a mixture of descriptive and inferential analysis, a
pre/posttest and a close-ended questionnaire were used to collect the data. A program based
on a communicative language teaching approach was carried out on the experimental group
through 14 lectures that lasted for four months including the pre-/post-test, whereas the
control group was exposed to the traditional way of teaching. The closed-ended questionnaire
of 27 items was distributed to the participants of the experimental group after the program to
elicit their performance towards using the program based on the communicative teaching
approach in teaching English medical terminology and improving their medical language
skills. Inferential statistical tests such as t-test, Paired Samples Test, analysis of variance
(ANOVA) test, and descriptive statistics of means and standard deviations were used to
analyze the collected data. The findings revealed that there was a significant difference
between the posttest performance of the participants of the control and experimental groups
regarding their language skills, favoring the experimental group, which affirmed the positive
effect of the program on the participants' performance. The findings also disclosed that the
performance of the experimental group participants in the medical language skills was greatly
developed, especially vocabulary as there was a statistically significant difference between the
mean scores of the pre-test and post-test, favoring the post-test scores, which proved the
effectiveness of the program on the participants' performance. Furthermore, the effect size of
the program on the participants of the experimental group was higher than (0.56). Eventually,
the questionnaire results revealed the experimental group participants' highly positive
attitudes towards the program based on the communicative teaching approach, in support of
the effectiveness of the program. The study concluded with some pedagogic

recommendations and suggestions for further research.
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