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Abstract

There have been growing demands for hybridity (mixing two or more disciplines), as
solving some problems requires more than a single discipline. To facilitate the process
of teaching and learning the writing conventions of hybrid disciplines it seems
necessary to provide solid information about their writing styles in academic contexts.
This study investigated the move structure and metadiscourse markers (MMs) of
research article (RA) abstracts in two legal hybrid disciplines: medical law and IT law.
Triangulation was performed by employing genre analysis on corpora that
encompassed 150 RA abstracts (75 from each discipline) and thematic analysis of
structured open-ended email interviews with seven well-known scholars interested in
genre analysis. The corpora were chosen from two high-impact factor journals: Health
and Justice and International Journal of Cyber Criminology. A combination of
qualitative and quantitative tools was used for collecting and analysing the data. The
results revealed that there were some similarities and statistically significant differences
between both legal hybrid disciplines in terms of move structure and MMs. It was also
revealed that the two disciplines aligned more with hard disciplines' writing style in
their use of interactional MMs. However, medical law seemed to resemble hard
disciplines while IT law aligned more with soft disciplines in their use of rhetorical
moves and interactive MMs. This highlighted the strong disciplinary impact that
superseded writers' cultural background impact. It is recommended that curriculum
designers develop more targeted curricula that emphasise both rhetorical strategies and
MMs specific to hybrid disciplines. In addition, writers in hybrid disciplines are
recommended to master a balanced tone while writing RA abstracts, considering the

objectivity of hard disciplines and subjectivity in soft disciplines.
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