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Abstract

This study examines grammatical thought as represented by
two leading figures in Arabic grammar: Sibawayh (d. 180 AH)
and al-Mubarred (d. 285 AH), through their respective works
Al-Kitab and Al-Mugtadab. It investigates a formative period
in the history of Arabic grammatical theory, comparing their
approaches through a historical methodology supported by
descriptive and analytical methods. The thesis consists of an
introduction, a prelude, three chapters with ten sections, and a
conclusion. The introduction outlines the topic, its significance,
objectives, rationale, and a review of prior research, while the
prelude defines the concept of grammatical thought. Chapter
One addresses the sources of citation in Arabic grammar: the
Qur’an and its variant readings (qira’at), Prophetic hadith,
Arabic poetry, and Arabic prose. Chapter Two focuses on
grammatical theorization across three sections: analogical
reasoning (qiyas), grammatical reasoning (ta‘lil), and the
grammatical factor (‘amil). Chapter Three discusses
grammatical  exposition, including transmission  from
predecessors, grammatical disagreement (khilaf), and
grammatical terminology. The conclusion summarizes the
study’s main findings. Each section analyzes the thought of
both scholars—first Sibawayh, then al-Mubarrad—offering a
comparative analysis that highlights areas of agreement and

divergence. The study traces developments in al-Mubarrad’s



work and identifies factors that contributed to changes in
grammatical theory. It also refers to grammarians who worked
between the two figures. Moreover, the study engages with and
clarifies scholarly claims about grammatical thought during
this period. The key findings of this study include the evolution
of Arabic grammatical theory after Sibawayh through al-
Mubarrad in many aspects, including the expansion of
grammatical reasoning and its transformation from alignment
with the nature of language to a more rational and
philosophical approach; the elevation of reasoning to a level on
par with grammatical rulings—particularly in al-Mubarrad’s
work; the evolution of studies on the grammatical factor and its
extended applications; the substantial rise in grammatical
disagreement, reaching its peak with al-Mubarrad; and the

major factors that contributed to these transformations.
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