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Abstract

Argumentation in the Correspondence of Imam Al-Mansur Billah

Abdullah Bin Hamza
By
Mohammed Mohammed Zaid Ali AI-Mushki
Supervisor
Prof. Adnan Yousif Ahmed Al-Shoaibi

This in—depth study aimed to explore the nature of the diverse

argumentative mechanisms and types of arguments employed in the
correspondence of Imam Al-Mansur Billah Abdullah Bin Hamza. It sought
to examine the extent to which these strategies influenced recipients,
stimulated their thought and reflection, and persuaded them to accept the
intended conclusions. The study also investigated how the Imam refuted
opposing arguments, invalidated them, or compelled adversaries to
acknowledge and submit to his reasoning.The motivation for this research
stemmed from the dense presence of argumentation in the Imam's letters.
Relying on the descriptive method supported by analytical tools and
drawing on select approaches from other methodologies as required, the
study analyzed examples in accordance with the procedural tools of
argumentation theory. The study found that Imam al-Mansur Billah
meticulously attended to all aspects of his discourse, aiming to eliminate
the multiplicity of interpretive possibilities and restrict understanding to the
communicative purpose inherent in the argumentative structure of his

correspondence. He worked to discredit any opposition to that purpose.



His ultimate goal through these letters was to influence recipients toward
acceptance of his argumentative theses and to guide them toward either
performing or refraining from specific actions—i.e., persuasion or
submission.The significance of this study lies in its illumination of these
letters as evidence of the development of Arabic literature and as a field
for investigating the laws of literary discourse and its role in persuasion.
The Imam's correspondence covered political, administrative, military, and
personal matters, and was characterized by eloquent style, profound

.intellectual content, and rich knowledge and sciences

The research revealed a highly sophisticated mechanism in

the Imam's use of argumentative tools—both linguistic (such as
argumentative links, causal markers, and argumentative scales) and
rhetorical (including metaphor, simile, metonymy, interrogation, command,
and prohibition). Through analysis of selected samples, it became clear
that the Imam did not merely use these tools for embellishment, but rather
to create a distinct argumentative atmosphere that prepared the recipient
psychologically, stirred their emotions, gained their readiness, guided their
behavior, and generated persuasion and submission to the ideas he
presented. These tools helped him overcome psychological barriers, instill

.positive values, and foster a collective identity among his audience

Furthermore, the study aimed to uncover how different

types of arguments operated in his correspondence—namely quasi—
logical arguments, arguments based on the structure of reality, and
arguments that establish a new reality. It analyzed how these arguments
served to influence recipients, stimulate reflection, and convince them of
the desired outcomes. By transforming events, relationships, and

potential consequences into persuasive tools, the Imam constructed



logical and scientific arguments that enhanced the impact of his
discourse and its ability to direct the audience across various contexts.
His letters transcended mere descriptions of reality, instead reshaping
and reconstructing it, while employing shared values between him and
his audience to influence public opinion and guide it toward virtue and

righteousness.
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