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Abstract

This study aims to explore the feminist ideal and the systemic suppression of women
within certain families in Yemen and Pakistan, as described in the memoirs I Am Nujood,
Age 10 and Divorced, authored by Nujood Ali and Delphine Minoui (2010), translated into
English by Linda Coverdale (2012), along with I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai and
Christina Lamb (2013).

Methodologically, this study employs comparative descriptive textual analysis by
applying Mary Wollstonecraft’s 2014 liberal feminism, which makes literary works a
reflection of society, Iris Young’s 1992 framework of oppression, James Scott’s 1990
resistance theory, and Michelle Lazar’s 2018 Feminist Critical Discourse Analysis
(FCDA). The analysis uses the novels I Am Nujood, Age 10 and Divorced by Nujood Ali
and Delphine Minoui, and | Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai and Christina Lamb as its

data sources.

The study findings revealed gender discrimination in some families and legal
institutions. It showed that women have the right to education, choice, and work. Although
Islam is a religion that values both genders, some Westerners have used the religion to
distort the subordinate role of women in society and present Islam as a religion that
oppresses women. The truth is that Islam is not a source of subjugation of women, but
rather a source of pride, strength, and protection of women’s rights. The study also
explores tensions between Western perceptions of “Third World” feminism and the
protagonists’ culturally embedded struggles. While globalization amplifies their voices, it
risks oversimplifying their contexts- Nujood as a “victim saved” and Malala as an
“exceptional heroine.” It also reveals that feminism in patriarchal societies is non-linear

and non-universal, shaped by intersections of culture, religion, family and global discourse.
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