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Abstract

This dissertation applies Black feminist theory as a critical lens to analyze the
experiences of oppression and resistance portrayed by Black women characters in Yaa
Gyasi’s novels, Transcendent Kingdom (2020) and Homegoing (2016). Drawing on
Patricia Hill Collins's theoretical framework outlined in her book Black Feminist
Thought: Knowledge, Consciousness, and the Politics of Empowerment (2000), the
study explores how intersecting identities shape the lived realities of Black women
within literary narratives. Black women have often been excluded from mainstream
discourse, with their experiences overlooked or undervalued due to the intersecting
forces of racism and sexism. In response, Yaa Gyasi emphasizes the importance of
reclaiming and amplifying these suppressed voices. Through close textual analysis,
this study highlights how her literary works challenge systemic erasure and asserts
that the lived experiences of Black women provide vital insights into structures of
power and resistance. By centering the voices and perspectives of Black women, the
research underscores literature's role in reflecting and challenging dominant power
structures. This study is divided into five chapters. It begins with an introductory
chapter that outlines the problem statement, research objectives, key concepts, and the
significance of the study. The second chapter presents a literature review of Yaa
Gyast’s literary works, highlighting the gaps the research seeks to fill. Chapter three
discusses the methodology that the study follows. Chapter four is divided into two
sections. The first section examines the various forms of oppression depicted in the
novels, including Black women’s inferiority and objectification. The second section
shifts focus to acts of resistance, demonstrating how the protagonists assert agency
and reclaim their voice through individual actions. Chapter five offers a conclusion

that synthesizes the findings and suggests directions for future research. The study



demonstrates that in a world where systemic racism and gender bias intersect, the
struggles of Black women are often marked by exploitation, dehumanization, and
marginalization. However, Gyasi portrays Black women not just as victims of
systemic oppression, but as agents of change who resist through personal growth and
spiritual endurance. Their suffering, whether rooted in slavery, segregation, or
internalized racism, is never depicted as defeat. Instead, it becomes a crucible in
which strength, resilience, and identity are forged. She highlights that Black women’s
resistance can be emotional, intellectual, cultural, and intergenerational. Through her
novels, Gyasi emphasizes that the everyday lives of Black women are filled with acts
of resistance that demand recognition not because they are rare or outstanding, but
because they are persistent, transformative, and profoundly human. She calls on her
readers not only to witness the injustices Black women face but also to recognize the
rich legacy of resistance, creativity, and hope that continues to shape their stories and

futures.
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