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phrases «the round Square» does not have any ontological significance. Thus
Russell Showed through his analysis of denoting phrases, that we do not
need to suppose the existence of an object called the round square.

Final Remarks

We have seen that Russell rightly distingnished between proper names

and other forms of expressions (ie descriptions). He successfully showed that
proper names in language behave differently from other sorts of symbols.
However, his distinction between names and descriptions, though
significant, sprang from confusing meaning with reference®. As’a matter of
fact the theory of Descriptions would not have appeared hard not been for
Russell’s confusion between meaning and reference.

On the other hand, Frege has clearly - separated meaning from
reference, and his discussion of non being has arisen out of the problem of
falsehood and not as a problem related to meaning.

However, what is strange about Russell view of nonbeing is that he put
a great effort to avoid allowing non-existent objects into his world, and yet
in 1918 he admitted them in what he called negative facts. I think this is an
inconsistency in the part of Russell.

Foot notes:

(1) The Distinction between Mental a Physical Phenomena, Realism and the Background of
phenomenology, ed. R. chisholm, p. 50.

(2) The Theory of objects, Realism and the Background of phenomenology, ed. R. chisholm,
pp. 16-116.

(3) Negation printed in Translation from the philosophical writings of Gottlob Frege ed. by P.
Geach M. Black, p. 117.

(4) Ibid, p. 118.

(5) ON SENCE REFERENCE, in Transiations from the philosophical writings of G. Frege,
p. 64.

(6) Ibid. p. 65. .

(7) Logic and knowledge, ed. R. March, «On Denoting», p. 45.

(8) Ibid. p. 42.

(9) see P.Strawsen’s paper «on Referring», Mind Vol. LIX, 1950.




though the propositions in which they fall have meaning. Now, the relevance
of Russell’s view to our problem of non-being seems to be the following.

Russell says: «a logical theory may be tested by its capacity to deal with
puzzles»” and of course the puzzle is that of non-being.

Russell thought that because Meinong did not discover the nature ot
what he calls denoting phrazes that he assumed the existence of non-existent
objectives, 1 é objects that do not in reality exist nor subsist.

For a sentence like «Round squares do not exist» have their reference
to some sort of shadow y existence. Other wise how could we understand a
sentence such as «Round squares do not exist», for its grammatical subject
«round square» has not object to which it corresponds. Russell describes
Meinong’s. Theory as that which: «regards any grammatically correct
denoting phrase as standing for an object... it admitted that such objects do
not subsist, but nevertheless they are supposed to be objects»(”.

On the other hand Russell comments on Frege’s theory, and admitting
that Frege distinginshed between sense and reference of expressions, y et he
goes on to say that Frege’s solution of the problem was artificial.

Now what is Russell’s own proposal? How does his analysis of denoting
phrases relate to the problem of non-being?

In order to avoid assuming the existence of non-existent objects, Russell
suggests that propositions that contain expression such as «round square»
«unicorn» etc... should be analyzed in such way as to make such expressions
disappear altogether from the proposition containing them. This is to be
done through Russell notion of a variable. A variable, according to Russell,
is a symbol with an undetermined value»® . Later in 1918 in his articles’the
philosophy of logical Atomism’ Russell does not call the sentence with a
variable a proposition, but a propositon function which ' becomes a
proposition once the value of the variable is determined.

Now to go back to -our example: "The round esquare does not exist»
Russell analyses it by using his notion of variables in this way:

1 - There is at most an X.

2 - There is at least an X such that if that X is both square and round that X
does not exist.

Russell is analysis of that proposition shows that any proposition
involving esisténce is comples and in fact many propositons rolled up in one.

However Russell in that way managed to remove the problematic
phrase from occurring in the place of the grammatical subject.In that way the
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If the meaning of that question were a thought that is true, the
questioner should have known the answer already. But the questioner asks
genuinely and wants to know whether the sun is really bigger than the
moon, though he knows the sense or the thought that the question bears. In
that way Frege came to prove that the truth of any expression is to be
sharply distinguished from its sense or meaning. Thus the puzzle is in this
way resolved.

Frege in his well known paper of 1892 entitled «on sense and
Reference» distinguished between the expressions sense and its reference.
Further, he noted that the reference of an expression is its truth-value, since
the truth of an expression «remain unchanged when a part of the sentence is
replaced by an expression having the same reference»®,

That is to say, the truth -value of a sentence remains the same though
its sence is changed.

Frege then concludes:

«If now thetruth-value of asentence is its reference, then on the one hand.

all the time sentences have the same reference and $0 on the other hand,
do all false sentences»(®

Thus all true sentences refer to the class TRUE, and all false sentences
have the null class, that is the class with no members, as its reference.

Thus who ever says: «the unicorn is powerful» does not utter and
nonsensical sentence but a false one.

To conclude our analysis of Frege we can say that Frege avoided the
assumption of the existence of non - being by sharply distinguisting
between a proposition’s sense and its reference as of 1892 paper or between
a propositions content (thought) and its truth-value as it is in his paper of
1919.

We now move on to Russell’s attempt to analyzed proposition that
contain an expression with no reference. Does he admit of the existence of
the non-existent or does he have a solution for the problem? Russell’s main
thesis appears in 1905 in his paper entitled «on Denoting». In this paper
he advances his well known distinction between what he calls «denoting
phrases» and «proper name». He contends that we know only indirectly
things about which such phrases speak, while we are acquainted withithings
to which proper names refer. of course such distinction assumes that
meaning is reference in contradistinction to Frege’s view in which he
separates sence from reference. Russell beleives that denoting phrases do
not have any ireaning in isolation, and they may not-have any reference
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However, Meinong’s main contention is to be: gleaned as pointing out:
a. There are objects that may be called ideal.

b. That there is a distinction between essence and existence, that is between
sosein and sein. .
To understand what an ideal objects according to Meinong, mean let us
consider this example:

Suppose someone says, There are white ravens’. No if that one’s
utterance were true it must be so in virtue of its correspondence to
something, that thing is what Meinong calls objective. Again suppose that
utterance were false, it if was so it must be by virtue of its corresponding to
an objective, namely the non-being of white ravens.

In this way Meinong’s Gegenstand theorie advancesidea that the problemof
non being appears in case of falsehood®.

However such view as held by Meinong seemed monostrous to any
realist. For a realist is always biased towards the real and actual. That is the
reason why Realists such as Frege and Russell were concerned about the
question of non-being. :

Frege’s Attempt:

In Frege's papers where he discusses the problem of non-being, there
appear to be two major theses: First, that problem appears in relation to
falsehood and not to sense or meaning as Russell thought so. For Frege, a
false thought does not exist and the expression a false thought is a
contradiction in term®®. ’

Secondly, the problem figures most distinctly in  expressions of the
subject-predicate form. '

Russell paraphrazed Frege’s view and took him to be saying that it was
puzzling to have a meaning without the grammatical subject having a
reference; or an object to which it corresponds. So the question becomes, do
we have to suppose the existence of something that does not exist?

In order to solve this dilema Frege proposes that we should distinguish
between the tyuth of a sentence and the thought or the content that it
carries. Thus Frege Says: «consequently truth cannot be counted as going
along with the content...» That means that the paradox is to be resolved
by showing that an expression can have a meaning even if what it talks

about does not exist.
For Frege does not confuse between meaning and reference. This is seen

most clearly in case of questioning. Suppose someone asks: «Is the sun bigger
than the moon»?.



As you probably know, there are some philosophical problems that
bedevilled philosophy history; problems which Leibniz described as prennial.

The problem of non-being is no less. In ancient philosophy it started with
Parmenides, who was among the first to ask whether non-being is. Thus,
that problem 'made its appearance as a philosophical puzzle. For would any
be able to speak about non-being without at the same time assuming its
existence.

However, in the wake of modern philosophy the solution of that puzzle
seemed all the more pertinent.

Here in this paper I am concerned with two prominent figures in the
history of philosophy, particularly in the feild of philosophical logic. I mean
Gotlob Frege, that German obscure philosopher, and Russell the renown
British Philosopher. I shall first furnish the reader of some history of that
problem, and that will be mainly from Franz Brentano and A lexuis
Meinong, Then I shall expound the problem as it figured in frege’s writings
especially in his paper of 1992 entiled on *sense and reference’, and his paper
of 1919 entitled «on Negation». I shall, next, refer to Russell’s proposed
solution of the problem. Finally I shall comment on the problem showing
that Russel, on this point, seemed be in consistent.

However, before expounding Frege’s view, allusion should be made to
a rival theory which admits of the existence of non-being, I am here refering
to Brentano’s and Meinong’s theory which seemed to be closely linked.
Franz Brentano, expecially in his essay’ called «The Distinction between
Mental and physical phenomena», has shown that human mind has a
tendency to think about objects that do not exist. A person, for instance
may wish to take aride on awinged horse. Brentano call this intensionality.
Mental phenomena, such as thought are:

characterized by what the scholastics of the Middle Ages called the
intensional (and also mental) inexistence of an object (Gegenstand), and
what We could call, although in not entirely unambiguous terms, the
reference to a content, a direction upon ‘an object... or an immanent
objectivity»1).

Meinong’s theory on the other hand, a theory which happen to receive
the appellation of Gegenstand theorie (ie. Theory of object) has a closed
link with Brentano’s theory. For Meinong too recognized the characteristics
of human thought that Brentano refers to. In his theory Meinong says that
when we consider all objects that existed and that which will exist we
discover that their domain is so narrow campared with the totality of all
objects there are.



G. Frege and Russell on
The Problem of NON- Being

Dr. Abdalla Mohd. Tom
Philesophy Dept.
ABSTRACT
The problem lam discussing in this paperconce&ns what I call non-being.
By which I mean objects which we are forced: to admit their existence

thougn they do not exist in reality. Language sometimes-forces us to talk
about things that do not exist.

Now what is the proper analysis of language to make us avoid such a
consequence.

I started off by a brief mention of Meinong’s theory of object in which
he opted for ideal objects by which he means that there are objects which
though they do not exist in reality, nevertheless we have to admit into our
World.

Then I moved on to Frege who discusses this:problem in connection
with falsehood. For such problem appears most clearly in case of false
proposition. That is, in order to account for the falsity of propositions you
have to create a realm of being. This realm of being Frege calls the
Nuli-Class, that is the class which has no members.

After that I moved on to the discussion of Russell’s account of the
problem which appears in his known theory of Description published in 1905

the analysed expressions pointing to the existence of object that cannot

exist; and showed that such expressions can be analysed away, and so, the
problem.disappears.
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