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Abstract.

The Role of Humanitarian Organizations in Covering the Basic Educational
Needs of Internally Displaced Persons - IDPs

(Abs District, Hajjah Governorate as a Case Study)

Prepared by: Supervised by:
Nagd Abdullah Mohammed Najad Assoc. Prof. Dr. Abdulwahab Abdulgader
Dr. Suhair Ali Atef

This study examines “the role of humanitarian organizations in covering the basic
educational needs of internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Yemen — a case study: Abs
District, Hajjah Governorate.” It aims to assess the extent to which humanitarian
organizations (UN agencies, international NGOs, and national/local non-governmental
organizations) contribute to meeting the basic educational needs of displaced children
and to analyze the impact of their interventions on the education situation in one of the
districts most affected by displacement and by the conflict and the worsening

humanitarian crisis since 2015.

The study sought to evaluate the level of education interventions implemented in Abs
District during the period 2018-2024, and to understand their roles across the main
study dimensions: (1) school environment and infrastructure, (2) educational support
activities and complementary services, (3) quality of the educational process, (4)
continuity of education and reducing absenteeism and dropout, and (5) public
opinion/satisfaction. It also addressed the challenges faced by organizations in
providing a safe and sustainable learning environment in displacement settings, and
their role in increasing enrolment among school-age children (5—17 years) and reducing

dropout, based on education-in-emergencies interventions.

Methodologically, the study adopted a mixed-methods approach (quantitative and
qualitative) within a descriptive-analytical design, using methodological
triangulation in data collection and analysis. Data were collected through

questionnaires administered to students and teachers, as well as interviews with school



principals, parents/guardians, and representatives of humanitarian organizations.
Integrating quantitative and qualitative findings interpretively contributed to providing

a comprehensive picture of the reality of Abs schools serving displaced students.

The findings show that humanitarian interventions supported education through
improvements related to infrastructure and school environment, provision of some
educational supplies, learning materials, and school furniture, in addition to
complementary activities. During the study period, education interventions were
implemented in 77 schools in Abs District by 12 organizations, benefiting 37,125
individuals, including 3,366 displaced students, alongside support provided to 599
teachers.

Nevertheless, the study reveals that the school environment and infrastructure remain
the most significant challenge affecting education quality; educational support and
activities are still limited and not sustainable. The quality of the educational process is
also affected by teacher instability and insufficient training, while overall public
satisfaction was moderate, reflecting appreciation for the presence of interventions
more than their quality. In addition, constraints related to funding shortages, logistical

challenges, and security conditions were identified, limiting access and sustainability.

The study recommends strengthening coordination and integration between
humanitarian organizations and local/education authorities, and shifting from short-
term emergency responses to a comprehensive, integrated, and sustainable education
pathway that links infrastructure, teacher training, and educational and psychosocial
support, while adhering to the minimum standards for education in emergencies, to

ensure continuity and quality of education for IDPs in displacement settings.

Keywords: humanitarian organizations, basic education needs, internally displaced
persons (IDPs), Abs District, Hajjah Governorate, conflict in Yemen, education in
emergencies, dropout and absenteeism, psychosocial support, education sustainability,

school-age children.



