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Self-Perception and the Image of the Other in Contemporary Yemeni Poetry from 2010
to 2022: A Study in Semiotic Discourse Analysis

Muhammad Ali Hussein Al-Rashidi

Sana'a University

ABSTRACT

This study explores the contemporary Yemeni poetic experience through an integrated semiotic
approach. It aims to deconstruct poetic discourse and analyze the representation of the self and
the image of the other within its broader intellectual framework. The study examines the
evolution of Yemeni poetic discourse between 2010 and 2022. It highlights transformations in
both form and content while focusing on how the self and the other are embodied and depicted
amid contemporary political and social challenges. Following an analytical semiotic
methodology, the study uncovers the symbols and meanings embedded in texts, utilizing
semiotics as a critical tool for understanding creative expression within its social and cultural
contexts. The study seeks to present a critical approach that enhances knowledge of
contemporary Yemeni literature. By analyzing texts reflecting poets’ perceptions of self and
others amidst war, displacement, and exile, it addresses a research gap through physical,
emotional, and sensory dimensions.

Keywords: semiotics, poetic discourse, text, self-perception, the other, vision, perception,
body, sensation, contemporary.
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