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Abstract

This study investigates the transnational and self-Orientalist depictions of Yemen and its
people within the American Dream framework as presented in Eggers’s The Monk of
Mokha. It examines the transition of the protagonist from a search for identity to business
pursuits, resulting in identity crisis, self-othering, and strategic auto-exoticism. Following
a qualitative approach with a descriptive and content-based analytical method, this study
uses a tripartite theoretical framework — Postcolonialism, Transnationalism, and
Orientalism — to show how the protagonist navigates a hyphenated identity to achieve the
American Dream and how Orientalist and self-Orientalist strategies continue to shape the
Western perception of the Oriental 'Other' as uncivilized and chaotic culture that
necessitates Western intervention. The findings reveal that the narrative, through
different literary strategies, uses a 'Western filter' portraying Yemen as a 'broken land'
characterized by systemic dysfunction, institutional bribery, and barbaric threats, while
reducing Yemeni immigrants in the U.S. to pitiful figures robbed of their innate dignity.
The study also shows how the protagonist tactically reshapes his transnational identity
through internalizing negative self-Orientalist stereotypes about his original homeland to
align with Western capitalistic standards. It reveals how the American Dream is
conditional to cultural commodification, where Yemeni heritage and products are
commercialized by the protagonist as a 'cheap commodity' to fit Western entrepreneurial
standards. The study concludes that the American Dream is deeply rooted in Orientalist
and self-Orientalist agenda that function as a new Western epistemic colonialism, which
justifies and legitimizes Western political and economic control over the Middle East. It
recommends Yemeni and Arab writers to avoid internalizing negative stereotypes and
'self-othering' to gain Western acceptability, where success is determined by Orientalist

and self-Orientalist surrender to Western hegemony.
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