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Abstract

This study addresses the Palestinian identity construction through displacement
and trauma over distinct historical and generational eras through a comparative analysis
of Kanafani’s Men in the Sun and Abulhawa’s Mornings in Jenin. Grounded in a
theoretical framework of postcolonial theory, identity theory, and trauma studies, the
study uses several theoretical concepts, including Said’s ‘exile’, Bhabha’s ‘third space’,
Caruth’s ‘trauma belatedness’, and Hirsch’s ‘postmemory’. Using a qualitative
descriptive approach with comparative and content-based analysis, this study bridges a
critical gap by showing how Palestinian resistance literature has structurally evolved from
recording the suffocating, silent split of historical loss to depicting a multi-voiced, trans-
local society. The study also explores the literary strategies employed by the two authors
to depict the characters' identity fragmentation and (re)construction in the two novels.
The study findings reveal that the two novels present contrasting trajectories in
representing displacement, identity fragmentation, and trauma. In Men in the Sun, the
forced displacement is not just a geographical physical loss but an existential rupture that
leads to identity fragmentation, dehumanization, and a terminal loss of self, reducing
refugees into commercial commodities within a corrupt social and political void.
However, in Mornings in Jenin identity is not a static effect destroyed by trauma; rather
it is a dynamic, fluid, and resilient project continuously reshaped through land, memory,
and intergenerational continuity of storytelling that (re)constructs Palestinian identity as
an indestructible, vibrant force capable of continuous self-renewal despite severe
circumstances and repeated attempts of erasure. The study concludes that the plight of the
Palestinian people was triggered by the Zionist forced displacement and ongoing systemic
violence and further aggravated by the silence and betrayal of the Arab regimes as well

as the indifference of international actors.



	صلاح احمد عبده معوضة - الصفحة الرئيسية باللغة العربية
	صلاح احمد عبده معوضة - الملخض باللغة العربية
	صلاح احمد عبده معوضة - الصفحة الرئيسية باللغة الانجليزية
	صلاح احمد عبده معوضة - الملخض باللغة الانجليزية

